The current issue of the Nucleic Acids Research features 100 new databases and 82 updates for databases that were previously described in NAR or other journals. Inclusion of these databases into the Nucleic Acids Research online Molecular Biology Database Collection (http://www. oxfordjournals.org/nar/database/a/, see Supplementary  Table S1 ) brought the total count to more than 1000 databases for the first time in the 12-year history of this list.
Several more databases, recently described in Bioinformatics and other journals, were added to the list. As a result of all these changes, the current release of the NAR online Molecular Biology Database Collection includes 1078 databases, 110 more than the previous one. It is probably useful to reiterate that this listing is by no means exhaustive; it was never intended to represent all molecular biology databases, or even all publicly available ones. Rather, the NAR Collection is a very selective list, chosen among numerous molecular biology-related databases available all over the world. Most of the databases in the list come from the annual NAR database issues and therefore reflect the choice of the editors of these issues, based on scrupulous peer review. Additional databases are selected from publications in other journals, such as Bioinformatics or BMC Bioinformatics. Finally, this collection includes a relatively small number of databases that have been submitted to a NAR database issue, received some positive reviews, but were not accepted for publication because of the highly specialized data and/or narrow target audience. All these databases are subsequently vetted for continuity and those that are not being maintained or updated are being gradually removed from the collection. Summing up, NAR online Molecular Biology Database Collection can itself be viewed as a curated database: each of its entries has been looked at, evaluated and deemed useful for the community.
